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UNITI

POETRY

LISTENINGTOMYSELF

Anoldmanstaggeringthroughdeepsnow“ListeningtoMyself”,isashortpoemoftwo

separatestanzas.Thefirststanzaspeaksbrieflyaboutanoldman.Thenthereisanewstanza

afterabreakshowingthereisanewidea.Thisstanzaismoreindepthandinsideemotionsrather

thanphysicalinthefirststanza.Itpurportstodescribewhatbookplacewhenanoldman

staggeredandtuggedblocksofwood,almostfallingfrombodilyweakness.Theforestwasfull

ofsnow.Theonlyhumanbeingwhoappearedinthepoemwastheoldman.Nolivingperson

dweltintheforestbutastillpoolthathadceasedtoreflectanythingexceptthepast.Therehad

beennomovementintotheforestforalongtime.

Theoldmanwasangry:

Theforestwasuninhabited.Nohumanbeingdweltthere.Butitwashauntedbyblocksof

woodandsnow.Receivingnoanswer,theoldmangotangry.Onlythepoetlistenedtohim.The

oldmanwenttodistantlandsonsomemission.Nowhehadcomebacktomeethisfriends

perhapshisbelovedladyandhefoundonlyasilentpoolandthelossoflove.Theoldman

rememberedthesongofthefleshtofleshandbonetobone.

ThecallofGodnotheededbyworldlysinners:

Thetitleindicatesthatthelistenerismoreimportantthantheoldman.Thisinveststhe

poemwithasymbolicalsignificance.Thepoetsuggestssometerribletragedyinwhichallthe
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residentsoftheforestdiedtogether.Theoldmanmusthavebeenamongthemonce,oratleast

hisfriendsmusthavelivedthere.TheoldmanmaystandforaprophetorGodhimself.Thecall

ofGodortheprophetwasnotheededbyworldlysinners.Thedeadsilenceofthepoolmight

representfatalworldliness.

THEWINTERLAKES

TheworldofDeath:

WilfredCampbellinhispoem “TheWinterLakes”presentsthedrearyanddark

landscape.Itisaworldofdeathwhere“wasteandwhitestretchthegreatlakesaway‘.Astheice

-windsblow,thegriefsofwinterareheard.Thethundersofwintrywoemaketheatmosphere

loomingandghost-like.Thepictureofthemoonglimmeringabove,thewatersurfacewithwhite

color,theshadowyshapes,lonelyhiddenbays,therockyregionwithitsutterblacknessallthese

aresketchedbythepoetquiteintunewiththecountry’sclimaticsurroundings.

LifeandDeathCo-exist’:

Thepoetfindshimselfinaplaceandamoodwherealltheworldappearsquietandplacid,

wherethetroublesoftheworldarefeltonlyasthesoundofadyingstormorthedistantroarof

thesea.Lifeanddeathcoexist.Itisfarawayfromtheroarofwaveandwind,fromtheworldof

everydaylife.

Allthingsareborntodie:

Itisaworldwherebushesandfloweringplantsdonotgrow.Thereisnothingofthe
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fragranceandspiritoflife.Thepoetagainandagainalludestothefactthatdeathisinevitable

andfinal.Allthingsarebornonlytodie.Eventhestrongestandfairestfadeandperish.Death

overwhelmsthemintheend.Itisanendthatconsumesallearthlythings,allaspectsofbeauty,

theplantsandtheflowers.Justasallriversreachtheseaanddiethere,allmenhoweverlong

theirlifemayextendareboundtodieoneday.

PathosofthePoem:

Thenighthasfallen.Thesymbolofthenightisdrawnupontheintensityofthe

atmosphereofthegloom.Thepathosofthepoemliesintheatmosphereofhushedthought,

dreamysilence,andpoeticimagery.Lifeisironicallyspokenofasendinginthefinalsecurityof

Death.Thepoetseemstosaythatthesun’srayscertaindarkness.

WhyshouldmenstruggletoavoidDeath?

Deathmayhelpmentoknowmanythingswhichlifehashidden.Lighthidestheglorious

starsfrommen’sview.Onlythenightwhichisfearedbymencanrevealthebeautyofthestars.

Similarly,lifemayhidemanythingswhichonlyDeathcandisclose.Sowhyshouldmen,fear

death?Toovercomelife’sdeceits,menshouldwelcomedeath.Theyneednotfeardeath.

LIVEASOLDPROUDKINGINPARABLE

TheKingrenounceshisthronetobecomeapoet:

Thepoem“LikeanOldProudKinginaParable”firstappearedinMcGilIFortnightly

Reviewin1926.ItwasrevisedandpublishedinCanadianMercuryin1928.Againrevisedand
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publishedinHoundandthenin1932withtheadditionoftheimportanttenthline“0whoisthat

bitter,king?ItisnotI”andthelastthreelines.Inthispoem,akingrenounceshisthroneto

becomeapoettosing“difficult,lonelymusic.Atonelevel,the‘poemisaperfectexampleof

Smith’sdeterminationtoturnhisbackontheworldandleadanaustere,hard,lonelyexistence.

Atanotherlevel,thepoemissymbolicoftheconflictingandambivalentsensibilityofSmith

overtheRomanticModernistsplit.Thethrowingawayofrobesandresponsibilitiesis,inpoetic

terms,astrippingawayoffloriddiction,andoverwroughtemotions.Aconfrontationwiththe

inner-selfissuggestedbythepoet’srenunciationofanyaudiencebutthebarrenrock.

NorthernpartofCanadalsruggedandhilly:

Thefarewellimageryinthefirstfivelinesofthepoemismind-boggling.Thewords

“bitter”,“anger”,“fawning”.doting”.“flung”and“breaking”areexpressiveofstrongfeelings

andemotions.Secondly,thespeakerisforcedtosacrifice,henceareexpressiveofunwillingness,

hatredandanger.Notonlyisthespeakerunwillingtosacrificetheexistingcomfortsbutalso

unwillingtogototheplacewherehefinallyhastogo,“ameadowintheNorthernstone”.Stone

issymbolicofhardness,rigidityandausterity.“Northernstone”becauseNorthernpartof

Canadaisruggedandhilly.

Smithdespairedanddisappointedtogiveupromanticqualities:

Akingishesitanttoforegothepleasuresofthekingdomtoleadthelifeofanaustere

poet.Theimpliedmeaningisthat‘Smithisdespairedanddisappointedtogiveupinherent

romanticqualitiesinhimtodonmodernistprinciples.Theemotivewordsandthewordsof
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hardnessandlonelinesslike“cage”,“alone”and“pride”authenticatetheviewpoint.

“Whoisthatbitterking?ItisnotI”:

In“ProudParable”thedesiretoabdicateinthefirstninelinesisundercutbyanintruding

line:“Whoisthatbitterking?ItisnotIT.ThislineisadislocatingdeviceemployeebySmithto

depersonalizethepoem.Thislinesaverssharplythekinshipbetweenthespeakerofthepoem

whonowespousesthecoldgoddessprideandannouncesthathewouldsinghisdifficult,lovely

musicto“Thebarrenrock”.

Thepoeminironicself-mockery:

Thepoemendsintypicalironicself-mockeryasthespeakerofthepoempraystobeable

tolearnaproudisolatedartinspiteofitsrarepossibilityofachievement.In“ProudParable”,in

spiteofdepersonalizationthroughmodernisttechniques.Theromanticelementsareclearly

apparent.

UNIT–II
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SHORTSTORIES

AREDDRESS

‘ARedDress”highlightsthepressureofateenagegirlwhilegrowingup.Inthe

beginningofthestorythenarrator’smotherissewingadressforher.Thenarratorisayoung

thirteen-year-oldgirl.Thenarratorcommentsthathermotherlikestocreatemanythingsbutthe

creationwasneverasgoodasherideas.

Oneday,thenarratorbringsherfriendLonnietoherhome.Bothofthemsilentlywatch

thenarrator’smother’sworkonthedresswhichistobewearedbytheNarratorontheChristmas

Dance.Thenarratorisembarrassedabouthermother’sappearanceandhercomplaintsabouther

own’childhood.Whenthegirlsgetawayfromthemother,theygoupstairstothenarrator’s

roomandchataboutboysandsex.

Thenarrator’smotheristakingmuchpaintocreatethedressforherChristmasdancebut

thenarratoradmitsthatshedoesn’twanttogo.So,sheusesallshortsofshortcutstoavoidthe

programme.Allherattemptsfailandonthedayofthedancesheisjustashealthyasever.

Atthedance.Thenarratorisabundleofnervesasshewatchesolderstudentsarriveand

contemptuouslyignoretheyoungerstudents.Shefeelsreallyembarrassedtostandtherebecause

nooneiswillingtodancewithher.So,sherunsoffandhidesinthebathroom.Inthebathroom,

shemeetsoneoftheseniorstudents,agirlnamedMaryFortune.There,sheinvitesthenarrator

tosmoke.Marysaysthatsheisnotaflirtlikeothergirlsbutshehasgoalsinherlifethanto

becomeaphysicaleducationteacher.Afterashortmeeting,sheleavesthebathroomandonthe
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waytothehallshegetsaninvitationfromaboytodance.Thenarratoracceptsitanddances

withhim.

Lateron,theboyshedanceswith.Walksherhome,talksaboutahockeygameandkisses

herbeforeleaving.Thenarrator’smotheriswaitingeagerlyforthearrivalofherdaughterand

wantstolistentothehappeningsatthedance.Butthegirldecidesthatsheisnotgoingtotellher

everything.Asthementalityofthecommonteenager,ournarratoralsohateshermotherandher

domination.Howeveritisalsopossiblethatthenarratorisgoingthroughastageinherlife,asdo

manyyoungpeople,wherebyshefeelstheneedtofreeherselffromherenvironment.

THERESPLENDENTQUETZAL

DeathofchildIdeepemotionalaffectonSarah‘TheResplendentQuetzal”byMargaret

Atwood,isthestoryofSarahandEdward,adisparaginghusbandandwife.AfterSarah’s

miscarriagethecouplebecomesincreasinglylessinterestedineachotheruntilitgetstothepoint

whereEdwardistryinganythingtoavoidSarah,suchasbird-watching,whichshefindsthatthey

arecompulsive,boyishandirritating.Thingsaredifferentbetweenthem.ButSarahhasa

miscarriage.Theyhavebecomeincreasinglyuninterestedineachother.Thefirsthintoftrouble

inthiscouple’smarriageiswhenSarahtalksaboutherhusband’smanyhobbiesandobsessions.

Sarahresentsthefactthatherhusbandspendsallofhistimeonhisobsessions.Thedeathoftheir

childhasadeepemotionalaffectohSarah.ButthefactisthatEdwardisnotpresentwhenthe

babydies.
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Storyendswithabrokenmarriage

SarahandEdwardareonavacationinMexico,andarevisitinguninterestingtourist

locations.Theyaremarried,butdonotgetalongwell.SarahdescribesEdward’spassionssuch

asbird-watching,ascompulsionswhichareawkwardandboyish.Theymerelymakehertired.

Sheisblandandpaleandplumpandsmug.Whilevisitingarestaurant,Sarahstealsatoyfigure

ofbabyJesusandlaterthrowsitintoasacrificialwellthattheyVisitonatour.Edwardseesthis,

thinkingSarahisabouttojumpinthewellbutishesitanttoapproachher.BothSarahand

Edwardhavepreviouslydreamedoflifewithouteachother,makingthedecisiontostopSarah

fromjumpinginthewellevenmoredifficult.Edwardseesthatitisjustthetoybeingthrownin

andattemptstocomfortSarahasshebreaksdownintears.Thetwocannottrulyconnector

comforteachother.Theynolongerunderstandeachother.Thestoryendswithastillbroken

marriage.NeitherSarahnorEdwardishappy.

SarahwantstoseetheResplendentQuetzal

“TheResplendentQuetzal’addressesthedifferentreactionsofpeopletothesameinitial

crisisandtheconsequenceithasontheirrelationship.EdwardandSarahbothfacethesame

injury;theirrelationshipengagesmerelyfeelings0fhatredanddefeatforoneanother.

Thenarrativeendswithoutadecision.SheasksEdwardifhehasfoundhisbird.Sarahhassaid

thattheonebindshewantstoseeontheirtripistheResplendentQuetzal.Itisobviousthat

neitherofthemwillhappentheirbirdonthistrip.Theirbindisthefelicityoftheiryesteryear

thattheysacrificebyquashingtheirjobsandfrights.
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ASBIRDSBRINGFORTHTHESUN

‘AsBirdsBringForththeSun”isabouthowamanandhisdoggeneratedafamilymyth.

MacLeodexploreshowfamilystoriesandmyths,eventhoughtheyarefictitious,foldintothe

presenttoprovidecomfortintimesofemotionaldistress.Thestorystartsoffinafolk-tale

setting.Thenarratorretellsthefamilyhistoryofanancestorwhosavedandnurturesbackto

healthaninjuredpuppyonthebrinkofdeathwhensheisleftinaboxbyagate.Hesavesherby

soothingherbacktohealthinsteadofkillinghertoendhersuffering.

Themanwhosavesthepuppy,runshisfingersalongherbrokenbonesandputsanendto

hermisery.Hefashionsasmallboxandfillsitwithwoolenremnantsfromasheep’sfleece.He

putsthatpuppyintheboxandgiveswarmmilk.Astheweekshavepassedby,thepuppygets

curedcompletelyanditgetsbackitshealth.Shegrowsverylargeandsothemancallsher‘cu

morglas’,thebiggraydog.Shehasgrowntoatremendousheightandhersignsandodour

attractsmanysuitors.Theman,whoisusedtoworkingwiththebreedingofanimals,assiststhe

biggreydogtobreed.Onemorning,onspringseason.Thedogleaveshishomeandeveryonein

hisfamilywaitsforherarrivalbutshedoesn’tturnup.Thentheyarebusywiththeirdaytoday

choresandforgetaboutit.

Overayearlater,themanandtwoofhissonsgooutfishingandtheygetcaughtamidsta

storm.Thestormmakesthemtakeshelteronanislandclosely.Theyseethesamebiggreydog

andthereunionbetweenmasteranddogbecomestragic.Thebiggreydogmeetshermasterafter

alonggapandsosheshowersherlovebyrearingupherhindlegsonhermaster.
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Becauseoftheweightandspeedofhermomentum,hefallsdown.Thedoghasgiven

birthtosixpuppiesandthosepuppiesalsohavegrownintoahugegreydogs.Theyhavenot

seenhimbeforeandtheymisunderstandthemantobetheirenemy.So,theyfalluponhimina

fury,slashinghisfaceandtearingasidehislowerjawandrippingouthisthroat.Theman

breacheshislostintheIsland.Theman’stwosonswhoarestillintheboatarereallyshockedto

seetheirfather’stragicend.Afterthattragiceventthecumorglasandhersixyoungdogsare

vanishedfromtheareapermanently.

Afterwitnessingthetragicandofhisfather,theyoungersonisalwayshauntedand

tormentedbythehorriblesceneofhisfather’sdeath.Often,hegetsthevisionofthegreydogin

hissleepandheawakesatnightfrequently.Hisconditionbecomesworsenedandhescreams

duringnightoutoffear.Hisscreamfillsthehouseandthemindsofthelistenersaboutthelossof

theirfather.Onemorning,hewalkstothehighcliffwhichfacetheislandandtherehecutshis

throatwithafishknifeandfallsintothesea.Theelderbrotherwhohas‘liveduptoforty,often,

hassomeillusionorhallucination.ofthebiggreydoganditspupsintheformofalarge-greyj

hairedmen.Inhishallucination,hehasbeenattachedbythosesixpuppiesintheformofalarge

greyhairedmenandmeethistragicend.Thusthevisionordreamofthebiggreydogappearsto

befatalforthisfamily.

Thedogknowninthestoriesasthe“greydogofdeath,”consistentlyappearsattimesin

dreamsorinvisionsinthefamily’shistoryasonomenofimminentdeathforrelative.This

becomesthelegend,mythorfamilycursethathasbeenbestoweduponthatfamily.They
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concludedthatitwasanevilspell.Thedescendantsareverymuchinfluencedbythemythofthe

biggreydogasbeingadeathlycurse.Thestoryshiftstothepresent,thenarrator,whoisthe6th

generationdescendantoftheirfamilysitinaTonontohospitalalongwithhersiblingsbeside

theirill-fatherwhilenoneofthemmentionthestorytoeachother,itiscleartothenarratorthey

areallthinkingaboutit,thinkingabouthowevenitsmentionmaysignalthedeathoftheirfather.

Thusthemythofthedoganditscursestayforeverinthisfamily.

UNIT–III

DRAMA

ECSTASYOFRITAJOE
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ActI

RitaJoeattheCourt

TheactionofTheEcstasyofRitaJoebeginsinthecourt.RitaJoe,anativeCanadian

Indiangirlisproducedinthecourtbeforeawhitemagistrate.Sheischargedwithvagrancyand

prostitution.Thepolicemansaysthatshehasacceptedfivedollarsfromaman‘.Themagistrate

isnotinapositiontounderstandthe.Plightofthenativegirl:Rita’5dressandmannersappear

verystrangetothemagistrate.‘

Rita’slove-affairwithJaimiePaul

Ritaanswersthemagistratesquestionsinacarelessmanner.Shecallsthemagistrate

‘mister’andnotas‘yourworship’,asitisexpectedinacourt.Ritasaysthatshewasemployed

inatyrestoreforquitesometime.Shetalksaboutherlove-affairwithJaimiePaul.JaimiePaul

wasalsoaCanadianIndian.Hewasatfirstveryoptimisticaboutgettingadecentjobinthecity

andthensettledowntheremarryingRitaJoe.Hewantedtobecomeasingerinahotel.Butthe

bighoteliersrejectedhimonaccountofhisethnicity,thoughhewasagoodsinger.Atlast,he

becameacarpenterInordertoexist.

Asamemoryplay

Ryga’sstagetechniquesmaketheplayveryappealing.Thoughinthecourt,whenthe

caseisproceeding,RitaJoebecomesexhaustedandveryoftenslipsintothememorymode.The

constantjumpingfromnormaltomemorymodeexplainsherposition.Themagistrateusesthe

jargonofthecourtandreadsoutthe,chargeslevelledagainstRita;butRitagoesbackona



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

CANADIANLITERATURE

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

14

memorymode.HerloverJaimiePaulappears‘anddisappears.Shecomestotherealworld.She

saysthatthejail‘stinks’andrecallsthepunishmentshehadundergoneonpreviousoccasions.

Themagistratealsorecallshaving.Sentencedherbefore.

TheMagistratedoesnotunderstandRita’sposition:

Becauseofcontinuous,repeatedpunishments,Rita’smindmovesawayfromreality.She

doesnotrealisethedangeroussituationsheisin.Themagistrateaskshertoproducewitnessesin

ordertodefendherself.RitaJoecanrecallonlythememoryofJaimiePaulwhichisofnouseto

hernow.TheMagistrateaskshertodefendherselfinawayawhitemandoes.Hedoesnot

understandRita’sposition.

TheMemoryofEileenJoe:

NowRitaJoerecallsthememoryofhersisterEileenJoe.Shetoocametothecityand

triedtoestablishherinthecity.Shehadtrainingtobecomeadressmaker.Butunfortunately,as

inthecaseofJaimiePaul,thoughshewasabletomakeverygooddress,theWhitesdidnotgive

anyorders.Thereforeshecould’notsurvive.Ritaistakenupwiththechildhoodmemoryofher

sisterEileen.Joe.Whentheywereyoung,RitaandEileenwentouttogetherlookingfor

strawberriesandblueberriesavoidingcranberriesinthebushes,Eileenmakesherappearanceon

thestageandtheirplaywiththeberriesIsinterruptedwiththemenacingappearanceofthethree

murderersInthebackground.RitaJoebeginstoscreaminfear.

Rita’sillegitimatechildintheCariboocountry

TheaudienceorthereadermaynoticethetechniqueofGeorgeRygathattheactionof
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theplaymoves,forwardandbackward,fromrealitytomemoryand_back.Themagistrate

recallsthathesawafacelikeRitaJoeintheCaribooCountry.Helooksatherfaceveryclosely

andsaysthatthefacecouldhavebeenherownchild.Ritadoesnotobjecttohissuggestion.

ThinkingthatRita’sillegitimatechildhasbeenabandonedby’her,themagistratebeginstogive

heralongsermononsexualmoralityandtheimportanceoftakingcareofone’schildren,etc.

AnotherMemoryofEileenJoe

Ritaisengagedinconversationwithherdeadsister,Eileen.Astormbreaksout.Eileen

departsinthelightning.RitarecallsthebeautifulblousesmadebyEileen.

TheappearanceofthePriest

ThePriestandtheTeachermaketheirappearancenowandthen.ThePriestisa

Whiteman.HeisveryformalwithRita.ThoughheISagoodman,hedoesnotunderstandthe

plightofRita.Headvisesher‘tobeagoodgirl’,asthoughtheIndiansarenevergood.

JaimiePaul’sstatementaboutthedeathofRita’smother

Next,RitaJoe’slover,JaimiePaulappearsonhermindinthememorymode.Hesayshe

hasbeencleaningfloorsanddesksinabuildingforaliving.Hetellsheraboutthe,lastmoments

ofRita’smotherwhowasdyingandwasremovedtoahospitalinacharityflightorganizedby

Mr.Homerandherbodywasbroughtbackforburialafter-herdeath.Mr.Homerwasawhit

esocialworker,whoorganizescharityworkbyprovidingfreefoodandclothesfortheIndians

andarrangesformedicalservicesforthem.PeoplelikeRitaJoeandJaimiePaulfeelthatthey

arehurtbysuchfreebees.Theywanttoworkandearnandlivelikehumanbeings.Thefreefood
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andclothesmakethenativeIndianslazyanduseless.Inanotherscene,wefindJaimiePaul

protestingagainstMr.Homer.JaimiewantstoassertthedignityofIndiansbeforeMr.Homer.

FalsecaseofprostitutionagainstRitaJoe

TheMagistratereadsoutthechargesagainstRitaJoe.Shehasbeenarrestedunder:the

chargesofprostitutionbypolicemenwhowereimpersonatingsailors.Ritadeniesthecharge

sayingthatshehasbeenfalselyaccused.Shesaysthatwhileshewasreturninghome.Twowhite

policementriedtoteaseher,whileathirdpolicemanthrustaWedollarnoteinherpocketsThey

arrestedhersuddenlyandtookhertothepolicestation.

TheculturaldividebetweentheIndiansandtheWhites

AgainonecannoticetheculturaldividebetweenthewhitepeopleandtheIndians.The

policemanaddressestheMagistrateas“YourWorship”asthelatterisexpectedtobeaddressed

accordingtothelegaltradition.ThisisnotknowntoRita,whosimplycallshim“mister”.Again,

inthecourtRitaaskswhethershecansmokeacigarette.Thisiswhensheisaskedtoproduce

referenceswhocouldsaythatsheIsgood.ThismakesitclearthatRita,doesnotunderstandthe

conventionsofthewhiteman’scourtastheMagistratedoesnotunderstandRita’sWorld.

Rita’s’IgnoranceoftheWhiteman’slaw

TheMagistrateisconvincedthatRitaisguiltyofprostitutionandhasabandonedher

illegitimatechild,whomhehadseenduringhisholidaytouroftheCariboocountry.Ritais

unabletodefendherselfagainsttheadditionalchargebecauseofherignoranceoflawwhatshe

simplywantsistobeallowedtogohome.Thisisnotpossible.
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Rita’sreverieaboutJaimieandEileen

OnceagainRitaJoepassesintoareverie.SheseesJaimiePaulsweepingthefloor.She

methimattherailwaystationAlso,hersister,EileenJoe,appears.Theyarehappytoexchange

commentsontheircommonfriendslikeClaraHill,whoisexpectingababysoon.NextRitasees

anotherhappyscenefromtheschooldays.Sheishappyto.bewiththeboysofherownIndian

community,likeJohnnyandSteveLaporte.Atthesametime,thethreemurderersareseen

movingClosetoher.

FalsetestimonyagainstRita

ThesceneshiftstotheCourt.Twowitnessesappear.Botharewhitesbroughtbythe

police.ThebearfalsetestimonyagainstRitathatsheisaprostitute.Theirlanguageisvulgarand

thecourtaudiencelaugh.

MemorysceneaboutJaimiePaul

Anothermemoryscenefollows.RitaandJaimiePaulmakelove.Theyarereallyinlove

witheachother.Thishappylovescenecomestoanendwhenanapproachingtraininthe

backgroundkillsJaimiePaul.Ritafeelsquitehelplessatthememoryofthedeathofherlover.

MagistrateadvisesRitatogetcivilized

TheMagistrategoesonaccusingherofprostitution,theftandvagrancy.Ritaistiredof

theproceedingsandaskstheMagistratetostoptheenquiryandputherinjail.Sherecallsan

incidentinwhichshestoleasweateronceforbuyingherfood.Shesaysthatshewaswrongly

accusedofridingahorseoveraboyonce.Asituationhasariseninwhichshedoesnotknow
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whatishappeningtoher.TheMagistratehasrecognizedthatRitahasgrownoldereverytime

sheisbroughttothecourtasanaccused.Ritawants“togoliedownongrass”buttheMagistrate

tellsherthatitis“notthereservation”.(Areservationis.aplaceallottedfortheCanadianRed

Indians.)TheMagistrateadvisesherhowtogetcivilized.Headviseshertohavesomemoneyin

herpocketsandanaddressofpermanentresidence.Healsotellshertofixherhairinthemodern

fashion,changehernameandalsotameheraccent.

MemoryScene:Jaimie’squarrelwithMr.Homer

Ritapassesintoanothermemory.ThistimeJaimie‘Paulappearsdrunk.Hepicksupa

quarrelwithMr.Homer,theWhiteSocialWorker,whoisgivingsouptotheyoungIndians.

PeoplelikeJaimiePaulthinkthatsuchkindofcharitywillonlyspoiltheIndians.JaimiePaul

teasesHomerthathewouldspitinthecharitysoup.Mr.Homerthreatenshimaskinghimtoshut

up.RitacomesbacktothepresentandimitatesadrunkendancesequencebeforetheMagistrate.

ShetellshimthatsheoncerangupthepoliceandtoldthemthatshehadseenGod.

TheMagistrateopinesthatRitaisacarrierofvenerealdisease

‘TheMagistrateisoftheopinionthatRitaJoeisan‘lncurablecarrier’ofveneraldiseases

andmustbeisolatedfromthesociety.Atthepronouncementofthejudgement,Ritafallsonthe

floor.EileenJoeandanOldManareseenmimingclotheswashing.Ritaistakentothedaysof

herchildhoodanxietyandfear.JaimiePaulalsoappearsonthesceneteasingthepolicemen.

‘Rita’sTeacher

Anothersceneinthememorymode.RitaseesherTeacher,anotherWhite-woman.Sheis
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inefficient.ShetriestoteachRitainanauthoritativeway.Rita’simpulsivenesssoonunnerves

theteacher.TheTeacherlosesherpatienceandcallsher“abitchinheat”.Ritaviewseventhe

harmlessTeacherasathreat.Rita’sloveforJaimieisnotcorrectlyinterpretedbytheTeacher.

Ritaiscertainthatsheiscleanandhonest.

DavidJoe;Rita’sfatherinamemoryscene

Rita’sfatherDavidJoe,appearsinanothermemory,‘Heappearsinthecompanyof

JaimiePaul.Thereisalotofdifferencebetweenthetwobecauseofgenerationgap.DavidJoeis

conventional,obedientandlawabiding.JaimiePaulisrestless,aggressiveandquarrelsome.He

isthe‘angryyoungman’.Heisupsetbythefactthatnobodycallshimbyhisnamebutsimply

insultshimcallinghim“Heyfella”.DavidJoerecallshow‘hisneighbour,SandyCollins,who

losthisdaughter,MillierequestedDavidJoetosellRitaJoetohimforathousanddollars.Buthe

wasnotwillingtodothat,

Mr.HomerasawitnessagainstRita

TheMagistrateinterruptsandasksRitaJoewhethershehadgotahealth-check-upand

fixedherteethrecently.Ritaishungryandwantstoeatsomething.Onceagain,theMagistrate

chargesherwithprostitution.Mr.Homer,thesocialworker,appearsasawitness.Hesaysthat

Ritawasabouttoattackhimonceinadrunkenmood,whenhewantedtogivehersomesoup

andasandwitch.JaimiePaulappearsatthebackinadrunkenstate.Ritaappealstohimforhelp.

Rita’slettersarenotdeliveredtoher

Again,theSchoolBoardClerkcomestothecourtandreportsthattheDepartmentof



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

CANADIANLITERATURE

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

20

EducationsentanoffertoRita.tostudyaftergradefive,throughcorrespondencebutshedidnot

doso.(RitaknowsthatnoletterisdirectedtoanIndianproperly.)Thepolicemen,theMale

Witness,andthePriestappearinthecourtandrepeattheircharges.TheMagistratenowcharges

herfordrunkenness,shop-lifting,assaultandprostitution.RitaaskstheMagistratetobelieveher.

Ritaissentencedforthirtydays’imprisonment

Finally,RitaissentencedforthirtydaysimprisonmentaftermedicalexaminationforRita.

Ritasimplycannotdoanything.Themurderersmaketheirappearance.Rita’sarrestmarksthe

closeoftheAct.

HowDavidJoemarriedRitaJoe’smother

RitaJoeisimprisoned.Sheissleepinguncomfortablyinhercell.Herfather,DavidJoe

appearsonthescene.Recallinghisyouthhesayshowasayoungmanheworkedwitha

threshinggroup.HenarrateshowhechoseRita’smotherashiswife.Oncehesawayoung

womanwithaflockofgeese.Shehadlargereyesas‘largeasfifty-centcoins.Whenhe

approachedher,sheranaway.Hergeesefollowedher.HehasseengeesefollowingRitaJoein

thesameway.Thefather’simagefadesaway.Ritawakesupfromhersleepandsheisshivering

inbittercold.Sheisverydesperate.

PriestAndrewvisitsRitainjail

ThePriestandthePolicemancometoRitaJoe.RitarecognizesthepriestasFather

Andrew,whogivesherapacketofcigarettesandmatches.RitaJoeacceptsitandlightsa

cigarette.With‘animalsatisfaction”.ShetellsthepriestthatItwasrainingthepreviousnight.As
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achild,sheusedtoenjoythesightoftheleavesandtheriverbutJaimiePaultoldherthatthey

couldneverseesuchthingsagain.ThePriestquietlytellsherthatthecityisnotasuitableplace

forher-,meaningthatshecouldgotothereservationafterherrelease.HeisquitesurethatRita

canneverfullyunderstandthewhite’surbanculture.

KnowingthatRitaischargedwithprostitution,PriestIAndrewstellsherthatJesus

forgaveawomanlikeherandHewouldforgiveRitaalso.Rita’sproblemisthatnobodylistens

toher.Hermotherisdead.ThePriestsaysthatheknewherfromherbirth.Ritaisanardent

loveroffreedombutshebecomesajailbird.ItwasFatherAndrewwhobaptisedRitaasachild.

Heneverexpectedhertobecomeawomanofsuchpride,thatHeavenmay‘bebarredforher.

WefindagulfofdifferencebetweenthepriestandRitaJoe.Ritaputsanironicalquestion

whethertherearesimpleunderstandablerulesatleastinheavenforpeoplelikeRitaJoe.

RitaaboutheruncleDanJoe

RitaJoetellsthePriestthatheruncleDanJoetoldheroncethathowlongagothewhite

mencamewiththeBibletotalktotheIndiansandtheytookallthelandsoftheIndians.The

Priestbecomesangryandaskshertoconfessifshewantstobefree.RitaasksWarthim‘togoto

hell’.Sheaskshimtotellherfatheraboutherplight.ItisclearthattheIndiansarenotableto

understandthereligionofthewhitesalsojustliketheirpoliticsandculture.

MemorysceneaboutRitaandJaimiedancing

Inanothermemoryscene,JaimiePaulappearsandsaysthatheisgoingto,takeherfor

dancingafterworkonFriday.MusicappearsandshedanceswithJaimiePaul.AfewIndians
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alsojointhedance.RitaandJaimieembraceeachother.Jaimieevenpromisesherbabies.He

tellsheraboutthehousehehasplannedtotakeforrent.Theydiscussthesuccess.Ofthefellow

IndianslikeMickeyandSteveLaportewhoaregoingtothebeerparlouronMondaynightwhen

Jaimiewouldreceivehisfirstpay.

RitawarnsthatthepoliceofficersmaythrowJaimieoutofthebeerparlour.Jaimiesays

thathewouldfightagainstthem.TheytalkaboutClaraHill,anotherIndian.Jaimietellsthatshe

hassentbothherkidstofosterhomesanddoesnotknowwheretheyare.AccordingtoJaimie

Pauloneshouldhaveagoodjobtohavebabiesinthecity.

TheIndiansdonotunderstandwhatthewhitesexpectfromthem

Inthemeantimethethreemurderersappearinthedarknessofthebackstageandmove

towardsRita.Theygoawayatthesightofthepolicemen.Ritasaysthateverybodyisscaredof

theunemployedconditionoftheIndians;TheIndiansdonotunderstandthebasicrulesthat

governthecitiesofthewhites.TheIndiansdonotfundacceptance.Jaimiesaysclearly,“Ican’t

figureoutwhatthehelltheywantfromus”.

Nowthescenechanges.Jaimieleaves.Andrew,thepriest,andRita’sfatheraretalking.

DavidJoesaysthatRitaisnotclosetohimanymorebutthepriesttellshimthatthecityisnot

theplaceforpeoplelikeRita.

Jaimie’sencounterwithMr.Homer

InanotherscenewefindMr.HomerdrunkandinthecompanyofyoungIndians.There

isatablefullofclothes.TheyarefromtheSocietyforAidstotheIndians.ManyIndianstakethe
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clotheswhichtheylike.RitaalsoselectsaredsweaterandHomeradviseshertotakeitasred

willlookgoodonher.JaimieappearsinanaggressivemoodandteaseshisfellowIndianssaying

thatallthattheyneedisworkandnotfreefoodandclothes.Heaskstheyoungboysnotto

accepttheWhiteman’scharity.HethreatensHomerthathewouldbreakthewindows.Rita

throwsthesweaterandstandsbythesideofJaimie.HomerbecomesveryangryandcallsRitaa

slutandawhore.IntheendJaimieisarrestedandtheMagistrategivesthirtydayssentenceto

Jaimie.TheMagistratewarnshimthatIfhefindsJaimierebelliousagain,hewillbegivensix

months.

Ritarefusestogowithherfathertothereservation

RitaJoe’sfathercomestopickupRitaJoeandtakeherhome.DavidJoehasnothing

againstJaimie.Hecallshima“goodboy”becausehetoohasdreamsoffreedomfortheIndians.

RitarefusestogowithherfatherasshepreferstolivewithJaimiePaul.

WhattheWhitesdofortheIndians

Thescenechangestothecourt.TheMagistratereadsoutthesentenceofthirtydays

beforeRita.HetalksabouthowtheWhitesprovideschoolsfortheIndians,clinicsandother

thingsbuttheIndiansfailtolearnandbecomeprostitutes;drunkardsandusersofnarcotics.At

thispoint,thethreemurderersappearonthebackstageandpounceonher.Sherunsforherlife

andbumpsagainstJaimiePaul.Themurderersfollowthecouple.

Ritasays,toJaimie“Whenyouaretiredandsick,Jaimiethecitystartstodance”.The

citylifeoftheWhiteman’scivilizationbecomesanightmarefortheRedIndiannatives.
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HowJaimieandRitaaremurdered

Whenthemurderershoveraroundthem.Jaimiefights;butsoontheyoverpowerhim.

WhenonegrabsRitaJoeandtheothertwokickJaimieandthrowhisbodyintherailwaytrack

beforeanapproachingtrain.ThenthemurderersgangrapeRitaJoetillshefallsdeadandeven

afterherdeath.

ThefuneralofRitaandJaimie

“TheEcstasyofRitaJoe”closeswithafuneral.Rita’sfathercomesinsinginganancient

Indianfuneralsong,carryingthebodyofJaimiePaul.Themurderersrunawayfromtheir

necrophilicrape.BoththebodiesofJaimieandRitaareplacedsidebySide.Alltheyoungand

old,payrespecttothebodies.EileenJoerisestoherfeetchantingaprayer,“No,No!NoMore”.

TheplaycloseswithEileen’swordsrecallingthewordsofRitaJoe“WhenRitaJoefirstcameto

thecity;shetoldmethatthecementmadeherfeethurt”.

UNIT–IV

FICTION

INTHESKINOFALION

ThetitleofMichaelOndaatje’snovel.IntheSkinofaLion,istakenfromTheEpicof

Gilgamesh.Thejoyfulwillstoopwithsorrow,andwhenyouhavegonetoearthIwillletmyhair

growlongforyoursake,Iwillwanderthroughthewildernessintheskinofalion.

ThestorygivesimportancetotheconstructionoftwoTerontolandmarks.ThePrince
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EdwardViaduct,knownasBlueMoorsStreetViaductandtheRC.Ham’sWaterTreatment

Plant.Thegeneralthemeofthenovelisthelivesoftheimmigrantswho‘playedavitalrolein

thebuildingofthecityofTorontointheearly1900s,butwhosecontributionshavenever

becomepartofthe‘.City’sofficialhistory.So,themainfocusisonthelivesoftheimmigrants.

Thenovelisdividedintothreebooks.BookOnehasthreechapters:LittleSeeds,The

BridgeandTheSearcher.BookTwohastwo:PalaceofPurificationandRemorse.Book_Three

hastwochapterstitled.CaravaggioandMaritimeTheatre.ThestoryisnarratedbyPatrickLewis

toHana,ayounggirlinacarduringthefour-hourjourneytoMarmaraundersixstarsanda

moon.

LittleSeeds

ThefirstchapterinBookOne“LittleSeeds’narratesthechildhoodoftheprotagonist,

PatrickLewis.Asatwelve-year-oldboyinDepotCreek,Ontario,Canada,heliveswithhis

silentandhard-workingfather,HazenLewis.Hewatchestheloggersarriveinwintertoworkin

themills.Patrickobservesthelifeofloggersasanoutsiderthemethatoccursthroughouthislife

andthenovel.

Insummer,Patrickobservesnaturecloselyintheforthofinsects,moths.HazenLawis

hasnolandofhisown.Heisacattle-herder.OndaatjebeautifullydescribeshowbothHazenand

Patricksaveacowthatoncefallsthroughthe306ofthefrozenriver.

Patrick’sfatherworksasahoggerthen.Butheteacheshimselfdynamite.Thenhegives

upcuttingtimber.Hedecides“theoneofhislife,”Heordersbooksonblastingcapsandfuses.
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‘Hedrawsdiagramsontheshed.Healsolearnsaboutdetonatorsandcartridges.Thenhe

demonatrateshistalentbyexplodingahalf-tonofshaleandmovinglogsinRathburnTimber

Companyinthetown.

SoonHazenishiredasadynamitertobreaklog-jamsintheriver.Itisadangerouswork.

Thisisbecausethedynamiterfindsajamandsetshisapparatusunderwater.Suddenly,atwenty

-footlogmayleapoutofwaterandthrowamanaside.

Breakinghischest.Aftertheclosedownofthelogcompany,heisemployedasa

dynamiterinthefeldsparminesnearbyPatrickobserveshisfatherandlearnsdynamitingthetitle

ofthechapter“LittleSeeds’referstothe“seeds’thatareplantedforPatrick’spersonalityto

growintowhathebecomesasagrownupman.

TheBridge

Thechapter‘TheBridge’dealswiththebuildingofBloorStreetViaduct,earliernamed

‘PrinceEdwardviaduct.ThisbridgelinkstheeasternTorontowiththecentreofthecity.ItHelps

tocarrytraffic,waterandelectricityacrossthe.DonValley.In1918,Ondaatjedescribesmen

pouringtarstartingouttruckswellbeforedawn,whilebuildingthebridge.

Duringtheopeningceremonies,acyclistbreaksawayfromthepublicbreakingthepolice

barriers.Heisthoughttobethe‘firstpersonoventhebridge.Buthe-isnotthefirst.Itisbecause

theworkerswithofficialswalkedacrossthewholelengthofitearliernightwithcandles,paying

theirtributetotheworkerswhodiedbuildingthebridge.Ondaatje,nextdescribesthetarringof

theroadslinkedbythebridge,BloorStreetandDanforthAvenue.
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RowlandHarris,theCommissionerofPublicWorks,isintroduced.Waterishisgreat

passion.HeisthemanwiththevisionforthebridgeandtheWaterworks.Onewindynightin

1917,HarrisandPomphrey,thearchitectseewenunswalkingonthebridge.Theymustbegot

lostinthedark.Suddenly,thewindscatteredthemagainstthecementmixersandsteamshovels,

careeringfromsidetoside,indangerofgoingoverthe-edge.Onenunwasliftedupand

thrownagainstthecompressors.Shedisappearedintothenight.ShehadfattenoffthePrince

EdwardViaductbeforeitwasevencompleted.

Allareledtobelievethatthehundied,butinthenextsection,wefindamanin“midair”

seesthefallingfigureandreachesoutforher.ThisisthefirstintroductionofNicholas

Temelcoff.Heholdsthefigureandbothreachthetower-decklevelofthebridge.BothNicholas

andthenunwalktoQhridaLakeRestaurant.Nicholasdrinksbrandytostillthepaininhisarm.

Thereisaparrotintherestaurant,named‘Alicia.’ThenunusesherveiltotieupNicholas’

injuredarm.Thenhefallsasleep.Whenhewakesup,thenunhaslefttheplace.

NicholasTemelcoffisaMacedonianimmigrant.Heisfamousonthebridge,adaredevil.

Heisgivenallthedifficultjobsandhetakesthem.Hedescendsintotheairwithnofear.Heis

thehappiestatdailytasks.Heisaspinner.Helinkseveryone.Hisworkisexceptional.Heearns

onedollaranhour.ThereIsnojealousytowardshim.

DanielStoyanoff,inhisMacedonianvillagetemptedNicholasandotheryouthtocometo

NorthAmerica.HetoldthemthatinNorthAmerica.Everythingwasrichanddangerous.He

wentempty-handedandreturnedwealthy.Danielhadlostanarminanaccident.Hereceived
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compensationfromthemeatfactoryforwhichheworked.

Attheageof25,NicholascametoCanadaafterthewarintheBalkansburnedhisvillage.

Heenteredthecountrywithoutapassport.Heenrolledhimselfinaschooltolearnthelanguage.

TheMacedonians,GreeksandFinnswenttothetheatreandrepeatedthelinesofacertainactor

regularly.ForNicholas,“LanguageIsmuchmoredifficultthanwhathedoesinspace”.

TheSearcher

PatrickLewisisre-introducedastwentyyearsoldinthethirdchapter,‘TheSearcher”,Of

BookOne.HehasmovedtoTorontoIn1930aftersixyearsofhisfather’3death.

In1919,AmbroseSmall,amillionaire,hasfailedtokeepanappointment.Amillion

dollarshavebeentakenfromhisbankaccount.Itisagreatmystery.Hisabsencehasmade

everyonesearchforhim.Patricktakesthejobofa-‘searcher’,offeredbySmail’sfamily.

Small’ssistersaskPatricktomeethismistress,ClaraDickens.Patrickwasattractedtowards

Claraimmediatelyandthetwodeveloparelationship.Duringthefirstmeeting,Clarapaysno

attentiontoPatrick.SheevenrefusestospeakofAmbroseSmall.Thenextday,shehelpshimto

finddocuments.

InSmall’slibrary.Sheallowshimtositandreadthedocumentsinherhouse.Shesoon

fallsinlovewithhimandmakesarelationship.Shetellshimofherpastlife.Shetakeshimto

herfriendAlice’sfarmhouse.Theyspendsometimealoneinthehouse.Aftersomedays,Alice

comes,boththe’womenspendtimelaughingandtalking.PatrickleavestoTorontoClarameets

himinthehotelandinformshimthatshehastogohandlivewithSmall.Sheaskshimtoleave
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herinthetrainandnottofollowher.Patrickleavesher.Buthebecomesveryupset.Hethen

takesupajobinalumber-yard.Butheremainsbroken-hearted.Threeyearslater,Alicemeets

himandtheymakelove.SheaskshimtomeetClara’5mother.PatrickcomestoknowthatClara

andSmallliveinhisownhometown.OfDepotLake,Ontario.

PatrickfindsClaraandSmalllivinginthelargehouseofalumberbaron.Hestealsinto

thehouseatnight.Smallfindshiminthelivingroom.PatricktellsSmallthatheisthereonlyto

seeClara.SmallsaysthathewillwakeClaraandaskedhimtowaitoutside.

WeunderstandthatPatrickisnotaftermoneyorfame.Hevalueslove.Asa‘searcher’if

hehadfollowedClara,hewouldhavereceived$80,000awardandfame.Butheobeysher.He

didnotfollowClara.Instead,helivesbroken-hearted,duringtheyearsofseparation,hewrites.

Hisdreamsinletters.Hedidnotpostthem.Theletterscontainhisdreams.ThisisOndaatje’s

Post-modernmethodofmixingdreamwithreality.

PalaceofPurification

TheChapter“PalaceofPurification’openswithimagesormenworkinginatunnel

dynamitedunderLakeOntario.ThisisHarris’anotherprojecttodrawwaterfromamileanda

halfintothelakeandthenfilterandpurifyitinafiltrationbuilding.

Patrickmovestoanapartment,wherehelivesalone.Heuseshisdynamitingskillsonthe

tunnels.Thereisagreatriskworkinginthetunnelunderthelake.IfPatrickmakesamistake,the

entirelakecouldcrashdownonallworkers.Hisco-workersareallimmigrantsfromdifferent

countries.Theyallworksilently.



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

CANADIANLITERATURE

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

30

PatrickbuysvetchtofeedClara’siguana.Theentirefamilywhoownsthemarket,

surroundshimwithfriendship.Patrick‘criesoutofjoy.Themarket-woman,Elenagivesher

scarftowipeoffhistears.Themenembraceandkisshim.TheyinvitehimtodinneratKosta,

theMacedonianbar,DespitePatrick’sbroken.Conversation,theyallaccepthimintotheirfold.

KostainvitesPatrickforanillegal.Gatheringattheunfinishedwaterworks.Atnight,various

immigrantcommunitiesgatherforsecretpoliticaldiscussionsandentertainment.Hewatchesa

puppet-show.Theshowportraysthefrustrationoftheimmigrants.Theimmigrantsareunableto

communicateinthelargerCanadianworldandtheyarepushedintojobsandplaceswherethey

donotbelongHerecognizesahumanpuppet.Patrickrushestothebackstage.Thehumanpuppet

isplayedbyAliceGull.

PatrickvisitsAliceandmeetshernine-year-olddaughter,Hana.Hana’sfatherCatois

fromFinland.Catodiedworkingadangerousjobreservedonlyfourimmigrants.Patrickmoves

inwithAlice.Whenthetunnelwascompleted,hegetsajobasaleathertanner.Hemeets

Nicholas,Temelcoff,nowandtheownerofabakery.

Oneday,PatrickwenttoRiverdaleLibrary.Thearticlesandillustrationsdepictedevery

detailaboutthesoil,thewood,.theweightofconcrete,everythingbutnoinformationonthose

whoactuallybuiltthebridge.Patrickunderstoodthatofficialhistories,newsstoriessurround

daily,buttheeventsofartreachustoolate.

Alicegoesforactingintheevenings.Shehasdeliveredhimoutofnothing.Wesuddenly

hearthedeathnewsofAlice.Patrickfindsanoldphoto,arosaryandunderstandsthatAlicewas
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thenunwhofellintothebridgeearlier.Patrickfeltexpandedintoaninnocentworld.Everytrue

thinghelearnedaboutcharacter,helearnedatthattimeofhislifewithAlice.Alicetriedto

convincePatricktojoinherviewsagainsttherichandtherulingclass.

Hana,theten-year-olddaughterofAlice,becomesPatrick’sadopteddaughter.Hanawas

totallyunlikePatrick,alwayspractical.HelearnsmoreofCatofromhisletters,Catowasself-

made,Heworkedhard,hespokeout.CatothelabouragitatorwasmurderedatOrionLake,near

ThunderBay.

Ondaatjepresentsthehistorywithitspovertyandstruggleoftheworkingclass.Patrick

neverbelievedthatcharacterslivedonlyonthepage.Theyalteredwhentheauthor’seyewas

somewhereelse.Sotherewasagreatdarknessoutside,therewouldbelightelsewhereonearth.

Patricksawhimselfgazingsomanystoriesknowing0fAlice,Cato,Nicholas,Hana,Clara,and

soon.Hesawtheinteractions.Hesawhoweachoneofthemcarriedbythestrengthof

somethingmorethanthemselves.Patricksawawondrousnightweballofthesefragmentsofa

humanorder.

ThearticlesintheRiverdaleLibrarydepictedeverydetailaboutthesoil,thewood,the

weightofconcrete,exceptinformationaboutthosewhoactuallybuiltthebridge.Official

histories,newsstoriessurroundusdaily,buttheeventsofartreachustoolate.

Ondaatjeherestatesthesuperiorityofartinitalics.Onlythebestandcanorderthe

chaotictumbleofevents.Onlythebestcanrealignchaostosuggestboththechaosandorderit

willbecome.Healsosuggeststhatthefirstsentenceofeverynovelshouldbe:“Trustme,this



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

CANADIANLITERATURE

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

32

will,taketime,butthereisorderhere,veryfaint,veryhuman”.

Alice’sfavouritesentence,Ihavetaughtyouthattheskyinallitszonesismortal’rings

inPatrick’sears.HetriestouncovereveryfacetofAlice’snatureforhimself.Hewants

everythingofAlicetobewithhimintheroomasifsheisnotdead.Hermemoriesarelikethose

fewpagesinabookwegopackandforthover.Alicehasdeliveredhimoutofnothing.

Inacting,Aliceleapsfromhertrueselftoherothertrueself.PatrickreadsCato’slast

lettertoAlice.Patricknoticesthechangeinhim.Hehasalwaysbeenalien.Hehasclunglike

mosstostrangers,tothenooksandfissuresoftheirsituations.Thishehadneverdone.Hewasa

watcher,acorrector.

ClaraandAmbroseandAliceandNicholasandCato-allclusterintoadramawithouthim.

Heislikeaprisonthatrefractedtheirlives.Hesearchedoutthings,hecollectedthings.Hewas

anabashedman,aninheritancefromhisfather.Whenalonehecouldfeelagapoflove.Hehas

livedinthiscountryallhislife.Butonlynow,hecomestoknowofunionbattles,Cato’smurder

in1921andhislastletter.ItlooksasifPatrickgazing.Intothedarknessofhiscountry,asa

‘searcher’.

EverySunday,theygatheredatthewaterworks.Thebuilding,now three-quarters

finished,spreadgrandlightswereprovidedinthemainpumpingstation,duetoitsstructure.Up

tothebuildingfromthelakeshore,groupswalkeddown.Therewasfood,entertainment,political

speeches,numerouscommunitiesandnationalitiesspokeandperformedintheirownlanguages.

Whentheyfinishedthehallswerecleanedup.PatrickandAlicetoousedtogo.Allthese
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incidentsandemotionssleeponPatrick’sshouldersanditbecomesdifficulttoforgetAlice.He

lovedAlice.Nowheachesforher.For,thosedaysthatbelongedtothemoon.Hewishestostay

withAliceGull.

Remorse

InthisChapterseethatthelossofAlicecreatesvenominPatrick.Hehadalwayswanted

toknowAlicewhenshewasold.

PatrickwalkedoutoftheVerralAvenuerooms.HeentersUnionStation.While

travelling,hefocussesthirtyyardspastthetrainwindowuntilhismindlocks,thinkingof

nothing,noteventhedeathofAlice.Hehadablackcardboardsuitcase.Hecanthinknowonly

ofobjects.

PatrickarrivesinHuntsville.HegoestotheGardenoftheBlind,onPageIsland,andsits

ononeofthebenches,underthetree.Hehidesthereunseen.Amongtheblind,tillnightfall.At

dark,heenteredthemezzanineoftheemptyMuskokaHotel.Hehadwaitedfortheguestsand

staff90outsidefordinner.Thenhewalkedon,thesuitcaseinnocentinhishand.Downthestairs

ofthelobby.Thesmellwasevidentnow,“Fire!”heyelled.Helitamatch,droppedit,andthe

tireranupstairs.Hisarmwasonfire.Thesuitcaseatthefootofthestairsexploded.The

MuskotaHotel,abovehimwasontire.

Patrickwalkedfromthefiretowardsthewater.Somemensawhimunhooktheboatand

pointed.Helitthefusewhichracedtowardsthetwomenwhofollowedhimandstartedtorow

awayfromthedock.HewenttothegardenoftheBlindandchoseaplacetoliedownunnoticed.



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

CANADIANLITERATURE

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

34

ThenewsofthefirehaslefttheMuskokasinanuproar.Patrickstruggledtoswimtowardsthe

boat,theCherokee.ThereisaturningpointinPatrick’scharacterin‘Remorse’Hehasmoved

from aquietobservertoanactivecriminal.Thechangeissuddenandshocking.Hesets

MuskokaHotel,theplaygroundoftherich,ablaze.HedidthisviolentactiontoavengeAlice’s

deathforheremembersAlice’shatredofwealth.Intheboat,hemotionsthecooktobequiet,

letshisclothesdryandenjoythefoodheeats.Heisfullywillingtoenduretheconsequencesof

hisactions.

BookThreeCaravaggio

InBookThree,inthechapterentitled,‘Caravaggio’,weseePatrickpaintingtheroofof

theKingstonPenitentiary,withBuckandCaravaggio.Caravaggioisearliermentionedas‘tar

layer’and‘neighbourthief’.Theypainttheroofthesameblueofthesky.Caravaggiopaints

himself‘blue’andthusescapesfromtheprison.HemeetsAlfredinahardwarestoreatTrenton.

AlfredgivesCaravaggioamaple-syrupspileasapresent.Hedoesn’twantapresentinreturnbut

wantshimtorememberhim.

Caravaggiogoestoacottagecountryandentersanemptycottageandgetsreadytofall

asleep.Beforehefallsasleep,heentersadream-likestateandre-livestheeventofhisneck

beingcutinjail.

Nextmorning,hetakesacanoeonthelake.HemeetsAnneandistouchedbyher

friendlytalk.Hethenentersintothreeflashbacksthefirstone,whenhemetPatrickinprison,

secondashowhetrainedtobecomeathiefandthenalongerflashbackonhisfirstrobbery.After
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thefirstrobbery,hemeets.Gianettaandfallsinlovewithherandmarriesher.Despitehis

profession,heisgentletowardsthetwowomen,AnneandGianetta,whomhemeets.

MaritimeTheatre

Inthelastbook,lastchapterentitled‘MaritimeTheatre’,Patrickisbeingreleasedfrom

prison.PatrickgoestoNicholasTemelcoff’shouseandmeetsHana.Fiveyearsearlier,hehad

leftHanawithhimafterAlice’sdeath.Hanawaseleventhenandnowsheissixteen.Hanahas

becometallnow.Both90outandarebackintheirroutineandfriendship.

AmbroseisdyingandClaraattendsonhim.Inhislastmoments,hetalksofallthe

womenhe’dbeenwith,hisfinancialdishonestiesandbetrayals.Clarajustlistensandwatches

himtillhedies.HanashakesPatrickawake.ShetillshimofacallfromawomancalledClara

Dickens.Shetellshimthatsheisonthephone.PatrickspeakstoClara.Claratellshimthatsheis

inMarmoraandsheneedshimtocomeandgether.ClaraasksaboutHana.Patricktellsthat

Hanaishisadopteddaughter.Heneedstosleepfor40minutes.HeasksHanatowakehimafter

thatandtheywilldrivetoMarmora.Hesayshe’lltellherallaboutClaraduringthedrive.Six

monthsago,PatrickbrokeintothewaterworkstoconfrontCommissionerHarris.

CaravaggioandGianattahelpedhimbyaccompanyinghimtoapartyfortherichatthe

YachtClubonTorontoIsland.TheychloroformtherichcoupleandGianettapaintsPatrickblack

withgrease.Heisputonanoxygentank.Theydropinalakewheretheintaketunnelfor

waterworksbegins.Patrickhastomakeitthroughthetunnelbeforehistankisemptied.Thenhe

hastocutthegrillwithwirecutterstogetoutofthetunnelandintothewaterworksbuilding.
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Patrickusesdynamitetoexplodethegrill.Itjoltshisbodyandinjureshisarm.Hehas

fourremainingdynamitesetstobekeptaroundthewaterworks.ThenhewalkstoCommissioner

Harrisoffice.HeconfrontsHarristhere.Heaskshimastohowmanylaboursdiedandhow

muchexploitationofthepoorhehasdone.Harrisdeniesthecharge.HetalkswithPatrickuntil

hefallsasleepwiththeblastingboxonhislap.AguardentersinandHarristellshimtodefuse

theboxandgetanursetotakecareofPatrick’sinjuries.

Patrick’sarmwasseriouslyhurt.Hanahelpshim.PatricktellsherthatClarawasAlice’s

bestfriend.HenarratesthewholestorytoHanainthecar.Weunderstandthattheyounggirl

listenstoPatrickastheydrivetogetClara.
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UNIT–V

FICTION

OBASAN

NaomiandherUnclegoingtovisittothecoulee.Thenarrator,NaomiNakane,andher

UncleIsamugoontheirannualvisittothecouleeorravinenearGrantoninSouthernAlberta,

Canada.UncleblameshisUnsteadygaitonhisoldage.Ashecrouchesohtheuntouchedland,

Naomi‘musesthathelookslikeChiefSittingBullasdepictedon,apostcardofAlberta,a

souvenirmadeinJapan

NaomiandUnclepaidavisittothecouleein1954

NaomirecallsthefirstvisitsheandUnclemadetoIthecouleein1954.Twomonths

earlier,Naomi’sAunt.EmilyhadvisitedGranton.UnclehadseemedupsetsinceEmily’s,

departure,andvisitingthecouleecalmedhim.Naomi;-worriedaboutsnakes,wonderedaloudif

thecouleewasdangerous.Inresponse,Uncleaskedhowoldshewas.Whenshesaidshewas

eighteen,hesmiled,toldhershewastooyoung,andsaid‘someday’.NaomiasksUnclewhen
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theycometothecoulee.

Now,atthirty-six,NaomistilldoesnotknowwhatherUnclethoughtshewastooyoung

tohear.ShesitsontheprairiegrassnexttoUncleandaskshimwhytheycometothecoulee

everyyear,buthedoesnotanswer.Shetakeshishandandasksagain.Heseemsonthevergeof

sayingsomething,butthenherubsathisfaceandshakeshishead.Naomigoestothebottomof

thecouleetopickoneflower,asshealwaysdoesonthesetrips.

Naomilookstooyoungtobeateacher

ItisthebeginningoftheschoolyearinCecil,Alberta.Naomiteachesaclassoffifthand

sixth-graders.Shehastaughtinthisroomforsevenyears.Thisyear,herpupilsincludetwo

“Naomigirls”;Tami,alovelychildwhoishalfEuropeanandhalfJapanese;andSigmund,

whomsheidentifiesasatroublemaker.Shetellshimthecorrectpronunciationofherlastname,

“NaKaNeh”withshortsas,andheasksherifshehaseverbeeninloveandifshewillget

married.

Accordingtohismother,Sigmundsays,Naomilookstooyoungtobeateacher.Naomi

Wonderstoherselfwhetherheryouthfullooksorhe,“orientalface”andwhatcausedtheparents

surprisedlookswhenshefirststartedteaching.Sigmundsaysafriendofhiswantstodateher.‘

NaomiisSansei,thirdgeneration

Naomirecallsgoingonadatewithawidowerfatherofoneofherstudents.Heasked,as

everyonedoes,whereshecamefrom.ShewasborninCanada.Hergrandparents,whowereborn

inJapan,werelssei,firstgeneration;hermotherwasNisei,secondgeneration,andNaomiis
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Sansei,thirdgeneration.Thewidowerpepperedherwithquestions,butneveraskedherout

again.

NaominotlookingforwardtoseeingObasan(aunt)

SigmundcallsNaomiaspinster,anoldmaid.Sheadmitsthatsheis.asisherAuntEmily,

wholivesinToronto.NaomiwonderstoherselfwhetherEmilyhaseverbeeninlove.Inthe

middleofclass,adoctorcallswithbadnewsaboutUncle.Wedonotyetlearnwhatthe~news

is.Naomithinksofthepeopleshemustcall.Afterschool,sheleavesforGranton.Sheisnot

lookingforwardtoseeingherObasan(aunt).

NaomineversawObasancry

SpeakingloudlysothatherdeafObasan(auntinJapanese)canhear,NaomiasksifUncle

suffered.WenowunderstandthatUncleisdead.WhileObasanmakestea,Naomilooksaround

atthefamiliarclutterofthehouse.SheseesthatObasan’seyesandmoutharegummy,andnotes

thatshehasneverseenObasancry.

Naomiwantedtotryarecipeforbread

AloadofUncle’shomemadebreadsittingonthecounterremindsNaomiofhisfirst

attemptatbaking.Naomiwasten,andwantedtotryarecipeforbread.Unclewoundupdoing

thebakinghimself,andproducedarockhandloaf.Naomi’sbrother,Stephen,triedtoserveitto

herwithmargarine,butsherefusedtoeat.Overtheyears,unclerefinedtherecipe,buttheresults

werealwaysterrible.

DeathofNaomi'sUncle
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Obasandescribesthemorningevents.Unclewastakentothehospital,wherehedied.

NaomiwonderstoherselfwhatUncle’slasthourswerelike.Shewonderswhetherhereturnedto

thesea,ortohismother.ShethinksaboutwhatObasanwilldo.SherealizesthatStephenwill

nothelpher.HeIsamoody,restlessman.

Obasan,thesameasoldwomenInFranceorMexico

Obasansaysthatthelatooold,andthengoestoscrapethemudfromNaomi'sbooks.A

Naomiwonder,ifObasancouldlivewithher,Obasansaysthatbothherbodyandthehouseare

old.NaomireflectsthatthehouseandallitsclutterareinextricablylinkedtoObasan.Watching

herauntcrouchoverthebooks,NaomithinksthatObasanisthesameasoldwomeninFrance,

orMexico,oranywhereelseonearth.

Naomiremembersaphotographdepictingclosestrelatives

NaomithinksaboutGrandmaNakane,Uncle’smother.Shewasimprisonedin

VancouverHastingsPam.aninternmentcamp,duringWorldWarII.Naomiremembersafamily

photographdepictingherclosestrelatives.Dr.andMrs.Katowerehermaternalgrandparents,

andMr.andMrs.Nakane,herpaternalgrandparents.GrandpaNakane,aboatbuilder,movedto

Canadafirst,in1893.Hemarriedhiscousin'swidow,whohadasonbyherfirsthusband.This

son,Isamu,isthemanNaomicallsUncle.HemarriedAyako,thewomanNaomicallsObasan.

ObasanhastoldNaomithatshemarriedUncleforthesakeofGrandmaNakane,whoshared

Obasan’sloveofmusic.Obasanboretwostillbornchildren.Afterthesecondbirth,AuntEmily

gaveUncleandObasanapuppy.
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Naomi’smotherandfather,thefirstnottohavearrangedmarriage

Inthephoto,Naomi’sfatherholdsbabyStephen.Naomi’smotherisnexttohersister,

Emily.NaomiseesnoresemblancebetweenAuntEmily,whoischubby,andMother,whois

delicate.Evenasagirl,Naomisensedtensionandunhappinessinthe.Naomi’smotherand

father,whowerethefirstintheircommunitynottohaveanarrangedmarriage,workedhardto

drawtheirtwofamiliestogether.Naomimakesavaguereferencetoaworrisomeletterfrom

Japanthatarrivedafterherownbirth;Shesaysthatifherfamilywasonceclose,itisnot

anymore.

NaomiaskedObasanabouthermother

ObasanwakesNaomi.Theygototheattic,whereObasansearchesforsomething.Naomi

seesthetool:GrandpaNakanebroughtfromJapan.ObasanfindsanoldIDofUncle’ssignedby

anRCMPinspector.AsObasantookthrougholdpossessions.NaomimusesthatsheandObasan

aretrappedbymemoriesoftheirdeadrelatives.Aglimpseofanoldquiltmakesherreturntothe

oldquestionofwhyhermothernevercameback.Asachild,NaomiaskedObasanabouther

mother,butObasanprovidednoinformation.Now,Obasancannotfindwhatsheislookingfor

andNaomihelpsherbacktobed.

Naomigoingaboutinadream

Naomidreamsthatsheandamanencounteranothercoupleinaforestonamountain

togetherthetwocouplesworkatsomeunknownbutnecessarytasksuddenly.Naomiseesagiant

animalthatmaybeaCombinationoflion‘andadog.Theanimalbelongstotheotherman,when
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resemblesaBritishOfficer.Whentheanimalyawns,Naomirealizesthatitisarobot.Inan

ancientlanguage,theotherwomanexplainsacontractbetweenherselfandtheman.

ThenUncleappearswitharoseinhismouth,performingadeathdance.Naomiseesthat

themaniswearinganarmyuniform.Naomiwakesandgoesdownstairs.ApackagefromAunt

Emilyhasarrived.Obasanpointstoanorangebox.

AuntEmilyhasgreatbeliefinthestrengthoftheNisei

Thepackagecontainsascrapbook,afolderan"envelope,andajournal.Onascrapof

paper,Naomiseesthat’AuntEmilyhaswritten.“Writethevisionandmakeitplain.Habakkuk

2.2";AuntEmilybelievesInthestrengthoftheNisei,thesecondgenerationJapaneseCanadians,

whereasNaomithinkstheNiseiwantonlytopassunnoticed.AuntEmilyisawomanofmany'

words,constantlywriting,crusadingandattendingconferences.Apamphletonracial

DiscriminationNaomirecallsAuntEmily’slastpost-conferencevisittoGranton.AuntEmily

hadshownNaomiapamphletonracialdiscriminationduringandafterWorldWarII.

AccordingtoAuntEmily,CanadaismoreracistthantheUnitedStates.WhileJapanese

wereinternedinbothcountries,AmericanJapanesewereallowedtoretaintheirpropertyand

formlargecommunitiesafterthewar.AsAuntEmilytalkedaboutusinglanguagetodisguise

racism,Naomifeltunmoved.

Ascrapbookfullofracistnewspaperclippings'

Athome,duringthesamevisit.AuntEmilyshowedUncleaWW-IIeraformletterfrom

theGovernment,demandingthattheJapanesehandovertheirproperty.Therewasalso.Aform
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letterfromanofficialnamedB.GoodexplainingthatAuntEmily’smother’shousenowbelongs

toCanada."AuntEmilymentionedthattheGovernmentgaveGrandpaKatothreedollarsforhis

Cadillac.AnotherlettertellsUncletoregisterasanEnemyAlien;Asixty-pagemanuscriptby

AuntEmilyassertsthatdespiteeverythingthathashappenedtoher,sheidentifiesstronglyasa

Canadian.Finally,AuntEmilyshowedNaomiascrapbookfullofracistnewspaperclippings.

Naomiwonderediftheyshouldleavethepastinthepast.UnclesaidheconsideredAuntEmily’s

effortsunladylikeandUn-Japanese.Obasandidnotjointheconversation.BothUndoand

ObasanexpressedgratitudetowardsCanada.

Naomireflectspainfulmemories

ObasansavesthetwinefromAuntEmily’spackage,asshesaveseverything:string,

thread,tinyamountsofleftoverfood.Naomireflectsthatperhapspainfulmemories,like

Obasan’smostdisgustingbitsofforgottenfood,arehorrifyingonlyifbroughtoutandlookedat.

LettersfromEmilytoNaomi'smother

Obasansays,“Everyonesomedaydies",asentencehasbeenrepeatingalmostlikea

mantra.Sheleavestheroom.Naomirealizesthatthebook‘AuntEmilyincludedinherpackage

consistsoflettersfromEmilytoNaomi’smother,whomEmilycalledNesan,oldersister.

Obasancome:backholdingaphotoNaomihasseenbefore.Itisofhermother,andherselfasa

toddler.

NaomirecallingAuntEmily'sexhortationstorememberthepast

Naomivividlyremembersthemomentthephotowagtaken.Aboywassharingatherand
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hermotherasthepicturewastaken,andshewasfulloffear.HerJapaneserelativestaughther

thatstaringisrudeandaggressive.Naomiremembersamanwinkingatherassherodeastreet

carwithhermother.ShethinksabouttakingscorchinghotbathewithherGrandmaKato,who

usedtoscrubhercleanwithwashcloths.Naomidoesnotthinkitisagoodideatodwellonher

childhoodhomeinVancouver,butrecallingAuntEmily’sexhortationstorememberthepastshe

tomesherselftocontinue.Sheremembersthehouseasfilledwithpaintings,records,musical

instrumentsandplants.Sherememberslisteningtohermother,father,andbrotherplaymusic,

herselfsittingassilentasthegoldfishandthestatueintheroomdespiteherfamily’sattemptto

drawherin,Sheremembershertoysandherprettybedroom.

Naomithinksofthestories

Naomithinksofthestoriesherrelativestoldherabedtimewhenshewasachild.She

alwaysaskedforthetaleofMomotaro.Sherecallslookingatthepeachtree.inherwindow

whilehermothertoldherabouttwooldpeople,GrandmotherandGrandfather.Oneday

Grandmotherwaswashingclotheswhenapeach(memo)floatedtoherdownawaterfall.When

Grandfathercamehome,sheshowedhimthefruitAstheylookedatI.aboy,Momotaro,jumped

outofthepeach.EventuallyMomotarohadtoleave,andGrandmothergavehimriceballsforhis

trip.SheandGrandfathersaidgoodbyewilfulsadness,soasnottoweighhimdown.Theyhoped

thathewouldbehavehonourably,whichisthemostimportantthing.

Naomidoesnotrememberbeingpunished

Naomithinksofthewayhermotherandgrandmotheranticipatedherneeds.Shenever
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cried,bemusetheyknewwhenshewashungry,cold,tired,oruncomfortable,andsolvedthe

problemalmostbeforeshehadnoticeditherself.Naomidoesnotremembereverbeingpunished.

AccordingtoAuntEmily,shenevertalkedsmiledeither.

Naomirecallsanincidentfromheryouth

Naomirecallsanincidentfromheryouth.Herparentshadpurchasedbabychicks.and

Naomimovedthemfromtheirboxtothecasewhereahenwasalreadyliving.Asshewatched,

thehenbeganattackingthechicksandpeckingthemtodeath.NaomirantofetchMother,who

wassittingwithherfriendMrs.Sugimoto.AsMothercalmlyrescuedtheremainingchicks,Mrs.

SugimotostaredatNaomi.Thenagroupofloudneighbourhoodboysranintotheyard.Mother

didnottalkabouttheincidentwithNaomiuntilaftereveryonehadleftandcalmwasrestored.

Naomiandherfamilywenttotheharbor

In1941aroundthetimeofNaomi’smolestations.Motherdisappearedgoingwithher

ownmothertoseeherillgrandmother.NaomiandherfamilywenttotheharbourtoseeMother

offontheshipboundforJapan.WhenNaomigothome,shetuckedawaystreamersfromthe

harbourandtwotoychicksinMother’ssewingdrawer,hopingshewouldfindthemuponher

return.

NaomidiscoveredOldMan60war

Obasanmovedin,butdespitehercomfortingpresence,thehousestillfeltempty.One

night,duringablackout,NaomiwentdownstairsanddiscoveredOldManGowerintheliving

room,agreeingtoholdontotheNakanefamily’spossessions.OnedayStephencamehomewith
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hisglassesbroken.NaomiwonderedifhewasfeelingthekindofshameOldManGower

producedinher.AgirlinStephen’sclasshadtoldhimthathe,liketheother'Japs',wasbadand

wouldbesentaway.NaomiaskedfatheriftheywereJaps,andhesaidtheywereCanadians.

NaomirecallstakingpartinaChristmaspageant

NaomirecallstakingpartinaChristmaspageantasherrelativeslookedon.She

remembersthenumerouspresentssheandStephenreceivedduringtheholidayseason.Stephen

gotTheBookofKnowledge.WhichContainedstoriesofbravechildren.Naomiwondered

Whichmembersofherfamilycouldbearupundertorture,OnenightNaomiwasmakingpaper

craneswhichsheheardfathercoughingandtalkingtoAuntEmily.ShesnuckintoFather'sstudy,

wheresheheardAuntEmilysaythat.theoldpeoplewouldbeleftintheSickBay,wherethey

woulddie.NaomithoughtSickBaymustbesimilartoEnglishBayortheotherbeachesshehad

visited.AuntEmilywantedtoappealtosomeonesheknewattheSecurityCommission.Father

saidhistimewasup,andthatdespitehisbadhealthhehadtogo.

Naomi’sGrandmaandGrandpaNakaneImprisoned

NaomiexplainsthatJapaneseCanadiansalongthecoastofVancouverwereforcedinto

HastingsPark,aholdingarea,beforebeingsenttolabourandconcentrationcamps.Some

familiesfledtooldabandonedtown!Naomicalls“ghosttowns”.Naomi’sGrandmaand

GrandpaNakenewereimprisonedintheholdingarea.Naomisaysshedidnotunderstandthe

racismthen,andshe(toesnotknow.WhatisrealtoherisUncle’sdeathandObasan’ssolitude.

AuntEmilycallsfromtheairport,wheresheisgoingtomeetStephen.Naomitakesabathwith
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Obasan,whosebodyremindsherofaprehistoricformation.

AllpeopleofJapanesedescentforcedtoleave

ShelooksatthebookofAuntEmily’sletterstohermother,writtenwhenhermotherwas

inJapan.TheletterschroniclethedeteriorationofconditionsforJapaneseCanadiansduring

WorldWarII.Whatbeganwiththeconfiscationofbusinesslicensesandcarsturnedintothe

forcedroundupforJapanesewithoutCanadiancitizenship.ByMarchof1942,allpeopleof

Japanesedescentwerebeingforcedtoleave.Conditionsinthelabourcampswereabysmal.

Houseswerelooted.Somefamiliesfled,althoughmanyCanadiantownsbarredallJapanese.

Ghosttownsreopenedtoaccommodatetherefugees.

NaomirememberstakingthetraintoSlocanIn1942

NaomirememberstakingthetraintoSlocanin1942,whenshewasaroundfiveyearsold.

Stephenwas0crutches.Ayoungwomanonthetrainhadrecentlygivebirthtoaprematurebaby

andhadnosupplies.Obasan,gaveherapplesandorangesandanoldwomangaveheran

underskirttomakediapers.Naomiplayedwithhertoys,particularlyanornamentaldoll,now

battered,thatmothergaveherbeforegoingtoJapan.

NaomiremembersarrivingatSlocanasachild

In1962,atagetwenty-six,NaomijoinsAuntEmily,Uncle,andObasanandrevisits

someoftheOldghosttowns,includingSlocan.NotraceoftheJapaneseCanadianpresence

remained.NaomiremembersarrivingatSlocanasachildandbumpingintoNakayama-Sensei,

theAnglicanpriestfromVancouver.Hewalkedthroughtheforesttotheirnewhouse.Onthe
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way,Naomirealizedshehadpageantdoll.Thetwo-roomhutwascrumblinglow-ceilinged,and

dark.StephenandNaomiwentbackoutside,wheretheysawdozensofbutterflies.Stephen

slashedatthemwithhiscrutchbecause,hetoldNaomi,theyeatyourclothes

ObasansharesaroomwithNomura-Obasan:

Naomi,StephenandObasansharedthehouseinSlocanwithNomura-Obasan,anelderly

woman.Oneday,whenObasanwasaway,Nomura-Obasanhadtousethebodpan,butNaomi

couldnotfinditanywhere.ShehelpedNomura-Obasantotheouthouseandhadtostayinthere

withheruntilshefinished.Inside,Stephenplayedtherecordsmotherloved.Naomihadstopped

askingaboutherlostdoll.

NaomiremembersstandingonabridgeinSlocanwithObasan:

NaomiremembersstandingonabridgeinSlocanwithObasanafterGrandmaNakane

diedinNewDenver,anhour’sdrivefromSlocan,followinganillness.Shethoughtaboutthe

needtoputotherpeople'sdesiresbeforeyourown,andto“makethewaysmoothbyrestraining

emotion”.Todootherwiseistobewagamama-selfabsorbedandrude.

GrandmaNakanewouldbecremated:

Duringthefuneral,NaomidrewandStephensulked.Afterwards,Obasanexplainedthat

GrandpaNakanewasBuddhist,unliketheChristianKatos,andthereforeGrandmaNakane

wouldbecremated.ShetookNaomiandStephentothefuneralpyre.Stephenwasallowedtoset

thepyrealight.NaomithoughtofsomethingObasanhadtoldStephen.JustasSamuraiswords

aresubjectedtofire,peoplearestrengthenedbyhardexperiences.
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TheadultsdiscussedNaomiandStephen‘sfather:

WintercametoSlocan.Onesnowyday,theylearnedthatUnclewascomingtojointhem.

Obasanrearrangethefurnitureandcooked.WhenUnclearrived,shegreetedhiminanofficiaI-

soundingvoice.TheadultsdiscussNaomiandStephen’sfather.Naomiaskedwherehewas,and

Stephenscoffedatherignorance.Heplayedtheflutesunclehadbrought.Inthefollowingdays,

unclemademanyimprovementstothehut.HepulledStephenonahomemadesledtothe

hospital,whereStephen’scastwasremoved.

StephenandNaomiattendinganaII-JapaneseSchool:

WithStephen’shelp,Unclebuiltagardenintheyard.Everyoneinthefamilygathered

ferns,mushrooms,andberriestoeat.In1943,StephenandNaomistartedattendinganall

Japaneseschool.OnedaytheyplayedinthewoodswithKenjiandMiyuki,twooftheir

classmates.TheyclimbeduptoMinnie’sBluff,wheretheysawaKingbird.Kenjisaidthat

accordingtoRoughLockBill,anornerylocalman,kingbirdsslicethetonguesofliarsinhalf.

“RoughLockBilltellingastoryaboutanIndianbrave":

NaomiandKenjiwereplayingbythelakeonesummerdaywhenRoughLockBillcame

along.Afterremarkingthathedidnotunderstandthefussaboutskincolour,hetoldtheman

storyaboutan“Indianbrave”whosurvivedaplagueandwenttolookforafriendlyplaceforhis

peopletolive.HewoundupinSlocan.ItsnameRoughLockBillsaid,camefromsomethingthe

bravesaidtohispeople:“Ifyougoslow,youcango.Slowcango”.RoughLocksaidthathehad

seenthelastremainingIndian,whoneverspoke,butchirpedlikeabird.RoughLockthen
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remarkedthatNaomiwasremarkablyquiet.

RoughLockBillrescuedNaomi:

RoughLockwentbacktohiscabin.KenjitookNaomioutonhisraft.Kenjifelloffand

calledtoNaomitojump,butshecouldnotswim.Kenjiwentbacktotheshoreandranaway.

Naomiwassurehewouldnottellanyonewhathadhappened.Scaredandhopingshecouldswim,

Naomijumpedintothewater.Shebegantodrown,batRoughLockBillrescuedher.

FatherwasinahospitalinNewDenver:

Naomiwokeinahospital.Thebedsintheroomwerepackedtightlytogether.Whilea

nursecombedherhairroughly,NaomithoughtaboutwhatStephentoldher.Fatherwasina

hospitalinNewDenverandmightnevercomehome.Shethoughtaboutchicks,andwhatit

meantthattheywereyellowbuteventuallyturnedwhite.StephenhadagamecalledYellow

Peril.Naomiassociatedthecolouryellowwithcowardice.

AgirlwithwhitehairaccusedNaomi:

ShethoughtaboutwalkingtoschoolwithStephenoneday.Twoboysstoppedthemand

challengedStephentoafight,callinghima“gimpyJap”.Hewasgoingtofightthem,buta

missionarywomanintervened.Theygottoschool,andNaomiapproachedacircleofboys.She

sawthattheyweretorturingachicken.Theyhadcutitsthroatandwerelettingitbleedtodeath

slowlywhileitstruggled.Thebellrang,andNaomidashedtoclasswheretheStudentssangthe

CanadiannationalanthemandtheSchoolsong.Anotherdayonthewaytoschoolagirlwith

whitehairaccusedNaomiofthrowingherkittendownanouthousehole.Naomiwalkedbythe
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outhousethenextdayandheardthekittenstillmeowing.FatherwasinahospitalinNewDenver

andmightnevercomehome.Shethoughtaboutchicks,andwhatitmeantthattheywereyellow

buteventuallyturnedwhite.StephenhadagamecalledYellowPeril.Naomiassociatedthe

colouryellowwithcowardice.

AgirlwithwhitehairaccusedNaomi

ShethoughtaboutwalkingtoschoolwithStephenoneday.Twoboysstoppedthemand

challengedStephentoafight,callinghima“gimpyJap”.Hewasgoingtofightthem,buta

missionarywomanintervened.Theygottoschool,andNaomiapproachedacircleofboys.She

sawthattheyweretorturingachicken.Theyhadcutitsthroatandwerelettingitbleedtodeath-

slowlywhileitstruggled.Thebellrang,andNaomidashedtoclasswheretheStudentssangthe

CanadiannationalanthemandtheSchoolsong.Anotherdayonthewaytoschoolagirlwith

whitehairaccusedNaomiofthrowingherkittendownanouthousehole.Naomiwalkedbythe

outhousethenextdayandheardthekittenstillmeowing.ShefoundthatFatherwasinthecabin.

Stephencameinandcriedoutwithdelight.Heandfatherplayedsongsontheirflutes.

Stephencrackedoneofhismother'srecords:

Naomifoundoutthatthefamilyhadtomove.Atthetimeshedidnotunderstand,butas

anadultonehasseentheGovernmentlettersorderingherfamilyoutofSlocan.Asthefamily

packed,Nomura-Obasan,Saito-ojisan,SachikoandNakayama-senseicameover.TheMinister

ledaservice.Bysittingonabox,Stephenaccidentallycrackedoneofhismother’srecords.The

servicecontinued,andthepriestbrokethecommunionwafer.Afterwards,hesaidgoodbyeto
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everyoneandwentofftoleadanotherservice.

NaomiandherfamilyleftSlocan:

Fatherdisappearedoneday.Peoplepouredoutoftownontrains.Oneday,Naomiand

herfamilyleftSlocan.NoonetoldNaomiwheretheyweregoingorwhereherfatherwasshe

foundthatFatherwasinthecabin.Stephencameinandcriedoutwithdelight.Heandfather

playedsongsontheirflutes.

Stephencrackedoneofhismother'srecords:

Naomifoundoutthatthefamilyhadtomove.Atthetimeshedidnotunderstand,butas

anadultonehasseentheGovernmentlettersorderingherfamilyoutofSlocan.Asthefamily

packed,Nomura-Obasan,Saito-ojisan,SachikoandNakayama-senseicameover.TheMinister

ledaservice.Bysittingonabox,Stephenaccidentallycrackedoneofhismother’srecords.The

servicecontinued,andthepriestbrokethecommunionwafer.Afterwards,hesaidgoodbyeto

everyoneandwentofftoleadanotherservice.

NaomiandherfamilyleftSlocan:

Fatherdisappearedoneday.Peoplepouredoutoftownontrains.Oneday,Naomiand

herfamilyleftSlocan.NoonetoldNaomiwheretheyweregoingorwhereherfatherwas.

Naomifeelsexhaustedwiththeeffortofrememberingthepast:Backinthepresentday,Naomi

expectsAuntEmily,andStephentoarriveatObasan’ssoon.Shefeelsexhaustedwiththeeffort

ofrememberingthepastandmorebroadlywiththeburdenofbehavingpolitely,notstaring,and

tryingtodisappear.Shethinksthatbydelvingintothepast,sheisescapingthepresent,andvice
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versa.

Kenji’sfamilywenttoJapan:

SherememberstalkingtoAuntEmilyinGrantonaftertheconferencefirstmentionedin

Naomisaysthatin1945,familieslikehershadtochoosebetweenmovingeastoftheRockies

andgoingtoJapan.SheknowsthatKenji’sfamilywenttoJapan,wheretheysufferedgreatly.

Sheisnolongerintouchwithanyonefromslogan.Nakayama-senseiandhisattemptstokeep

thecommunityunified:onthatnight,sheaskedAuntEmilyifMotherandGrandmastarvedIn

Japan.TheywentforaWalk,andEmilysaidshehadtoldNaomiallshecould.Shethenchanged

thetopictoNakayama-Senseiandhisattemptstokeepthecommunityunified.Shesaidnoone

inthefamilygottheirlandback,evenUncleDan,WhowasanintelligenceOfficerintheFar

East.Naomiwonderediftheeffortsofletter-writerslikeAuntEmilydidanygood.

Obasan,Uncle,NaomiandStephenareinacity:

In1945,Obasan,Uncle,NaomiandStephenwenttotheCityofLethBridge,Alberta,

andthendrovetoafarmInGrandton.Theymovedtheirthingsintoaone-roomhutandwentto

sleep.Bymorning,dusthadcoatedeverything.

Naomican’tstandtorememberthehardship:

Naomimentionsanewspaperclippingfrom AuntEmily’spackage.Theclipping

describestheindustryof“Japevacuees”whoworkedonbeetfarms.Naomisaysshecan’tstand

torememberthehardship:thefliesthatswarmedeverywhere,theirhouse,whichwasactuallya

chickencoop;thebedbugs;themuddywatertheyboiledanddrank;thebathstakeninthesame
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tub;faintinginthebeetfields;andbeingtootiredtosingortalk.Theystayedthereforthree

years,until1948,whenNaomiwastwelve.Notuntil1949wereexpelledJapaneseCanadians

allowedreturninghome.AddressingAuntEmily,Naomisaysthatthepastwillnodoubtrepeat

itselfinadifferentguise.

Inschool,childrentormentwithracistremarks:

InGranton,theyreceivedwordfromFatherthatGrandpaNakanehaddiedthedaybefore

theyleftSlocan,andthatFatherhimselfhadanoperation.Inthesummer,theonlywayStephen

andNaomicouldcooloffwasbysittinginmuddywaterorintherootcellar.Inschool,children

tormentedthemwithracistremarks.AlloftheJapanesestudentswerecalledbyAmericanized

versionsoftheirnames.Stephenwasallowedtoplaythepianoatschool.

Naomiremembersgoingoutside:

InGranton,NaomioftentheswamptohangoutOneeveningStephencamealongonhis

bicycle.Sheshowedhimafrogwithabrokenleg,andhetoldhertocomehome.Shebrought

thefrogwithher,imaginingthatitmightbeaPrince.Nakayama-Senseiwasatthehouse.Naomi

saysshedoesnotrememberwhenshewastold,thoughatthispointinthenarrative,wearenot

surewhatNaomiisreferringto;SheremembersgoingOutside,gatheringwaterandmudand

makingahomeforthefrogInaglassbowl.Shefeedsthefrogforweeksuntilitsleghealsandit

escapes.

PennyBarkerfeltsick:

In1951,thefamilymovedtoahouseintown.StephenworkedonaCantatafor-aschool
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production.PennyBarker,thedaughterofthefarmersforwhomNaomi’sfamilyworkedcameto

theirhouse,probablytopetitionStephenforapart,andNaomitoldherthatherfatherwasdead.

Assoonasshesaidthewordsaloud,shefeltsick.

ArequestforMother’sreadmissiontoCanada:

StephensaidthatMotherandGrandmamustbedead,too.AuntEmilyhadwritten

hundredsofletterstryingtofindthem,withnosuccess.However,twolettersinthepackage

EmilysendstoObasan’sinthepresentdayconcernarequestforMother’sreadmissionto

Canadawhichsuggeststhatthesistershadbeenincontact.

AuntEmilycameforavisit:

Afterhighschool,StephenwenttotheRoyalConservatoryofMusicinToronto.There,

hewonaprizeforapianocompetitionandtouredEurope.HealsospenttimewithAuntEmily,

whomNaomihadnotseenintwelveyearsatthatpoint.WhenhecamehometoGrantonfrom

school,hewassurlyandquiet.HesometimesrefusedtoeatObasan’sfood.Duringoneof

Stephen’ssummerbreaks,AuntEmilycameforavisit..ShewaswarmtoNaomi,butdidnot

smilewhenshegreetedObasan.Onenight,Naomihearstheadultswhisperingaboutwhetheror

nottotellthechildrensomething.Obasanprays,andAuntEmilycries.

Mr.Barkercomesoverwithhissecondwife:

ThecardboardfolderAuntEmilyhadonthatmysteriousnightisincludedinherpackage.

Earlierthatday,NaomihadseenObasanreadingitscontentswithamagnifyingglass.Mr.

Barker,thefamily’sformeremployercomesoverwithhissecondwife,Vivian,tosayheissorry
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forObasan’sloss.VivianremindsNaomiofthefirstMrs.Barker,whodidnotwantherdaughter

PennyplayingwithStephenandNaomi.ThroughVivian'seyes,Naomiseeshowclutteredand

unappealingthehouseis.Mr.BarkerasksafterStephen,butNaomihasnotseenhimineight

years.ThelasttimehecamehomehebroughtadivorceefromPariswithhim.

NaomithinkstherosestandsforherMother’sstory:

Naomidreamsofhermotherdoingadeathdancewitharoseinhermouth.Theroseis

connectedtoObasan’stwine,whichisconnectedtoAuntEmily’spackage.AfigureNaomicalls

theGrandInquisitordescendsandbeginsopeninghereyesandhermother’smouth.Naomi

wakes.Shethinksthattounderstandhermother,theGrandInquisitorhastolistentohersilence.

Shethinksthattherosestandsforhermother'sstory.Shedecidestostopherinquisitionher

searchforthetruth.ObasanwakesandbeginsreadingthepapersfromAuntEmily’scardboard

folder.

Naomisurprisedbythegrayinherbrother'shair:

AsNaomidoesthedishes,Nakayama-sensei,AuntEmily,andStephenarrive.Naomiis

surprisedbythegrayinherbrother’shair.HeseemsuncomfortableNakayama-senseisaysa

prayerovertheteaandUncle’sbread.Thenhelooksattheletters.AuntEmilysaysshewanted

totellthechildrenalongtimeago.Nakayama-senseireadsthelettersaloud.Theyarefrom

GrandmaKatotoGrandpaKato.

Naomi'smothernotwantedherchildrentoknowwhathappened:

Naomimentionsthatinhighschool,shelearnedthathermother’sgravehadbeenfound.
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ThefirstletterfromGrandmaKatoisbrief.ThesecondsaysthatGrandmaKatoandNaomi’s

motherdecidedkeepingsilentwouldhelpthehorrorabate,butitdidnot.Naomi’smother

specificallydidnotwantherchildrentoknowwhathadhappened.Grandmahopedbywriting

abouttheeventstoherhusband,shewouldridherselfofsomepain.

GrandmaandNaomi’smotherInNagasaki:

In1945,GrandmaandNaomi’smotherwereinNagasaki,helpingNaomi’scousin,

Setsuko,withhernewbaby,Chieko,wholookedjustlikeNaomi.Whiletheywerethere,many

oftheirfamilymembersdiedinabombingofTokyo.OnedayasGrandmawasgettingreadyto

makelunch,withChiekostrappedtoherback,thebombhit.Grandmawasknockedunconscious.

Sheawoketofindasceneoftotaldevastation.Thebabywasunconscious,butalive.Bothof

Setsuko’seyeshadbeenblownout,andherskincameoffagainstGrandma’shand,butshewas

stillaliveandcallingforherson,Tomio.Tomiosurvivedunharmed.

Everywheretherewerepeoplehideouslymaimedanddying.Grandmaheadedtowards

thehouseofSeteuko’s.father-in-law.Atastreamexhausted,shefellasleepwhenshewokeshe

andthebabywereatthefather-in-law'shouse,butTomiowasgone.Hewasneverfound.One

day,Grandmacameacrossabaldwomanwhohadlosthernoseandacheek.Mascotsfilledher

wounds.ThiswomanwasNaomi'smother.Naomi'smotherrecoveredinahospitalsheinsistson

wearingamaskafterherbandageswereoff.Atfouryearsold,Cheikowasdyingofleukemia.

Nakayama-senseisaysaprayerforforgiveness.Naomiaskshermothertohelpherlisten.

ObasanandUnclegrantedMother’srequestforsilence:
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Naomispeakstohermotherasifshewerethere,tellinghershesharesherhorror.She

saysthatObasanandUnclegrantedherMother’srequestforsilence.Shesaysthatsilence

destroyedthem both.Nakayama-senseiisstillpraying.Naomisaysshefeelshermother’s

presenceandlove.

NaomidrivestotheCoulee:

Inthesmallhoursofthemorning,Obasanlooksthroughaboxofphotographs.Although-

Obasandoesnotweep,Naomiknowssheisgrieving.SheputsonAuntEmily’scoatanddrives

tothecoulee.

Thenovelendswithanexcerptfroma1946MemoWrittenbyCo-operativeCommittee

onJapanesecanadiansarguingagainstthedeportationofJapaneseCanadians.


